
 

Houston's medical disaster response to Hurricane Katrina: Part 1: The initial
medical response from Trauma Service Area Q

   
   
   
Abstract:

After Hurricane Katrina hit the Gulf Coast on August 29, 2005, thousands of ill and injured evacuees were
transported to Houston, TX. Houston's regional disaster plan was quickly implemented, leading to the
activation of the Regional Hospital Preparedness Council's Catastrophic Medical Operations Center and the
rapid construction of a 65-examination-room medical facility within the Reliant Center. A plan for triage of
arriving evacuees was quickly developed and the Astrodome/Reliant Center Complex mega-shelter was
created. Herein, we discuss major elements of the regional disaster response, including regional
coordination, triage and emergency medical service transfers into the region's medical centers, medical care
in population shelters, and community health challenges.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.annemergmed.2008.10.014   

Resource Description

Communication:  

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

 A focus of content

Communication Audience:  

audience to whom the resource is directed

 Health Professional, Policymaker

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Extreme Weather Event, Human Conflict/Displacement

Extreme Weather Event: Hurricanes/Cyclones

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 Ocean/Coastal, Urban

Author(s): Hamilton DR, Gavagan TF, Smart KT, Upton LA, Havron DA, Weller NF, Shah
UA, Fishkind A, Persse D, Shank P, Mattox K

Year: 2009
Journal: Annals of Emergency Medicine. 53 (4): 505-514

Page 1 of 3

Climate Change and Human Health Literature Portal

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.annemergmed.2008.10.014
What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?



 Ocean/Coastal, Urban

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 United States

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Injury

Medical Community Engagement:  

resource focus on how the medical community discusses or acts to address health impacts of climate
change

 A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern:  

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts

 Children, Elderly, Low Socioeconomic Status

Other Vulnerable Population: Disabled

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Research Article

Resilience:  

capacity of an individual, community, or institution to dynamically and effectively respond or adapt to
shifting climate impact circumstances while continuing to function

 A focus of content

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment:  

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

 A focus of content
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